
Asbestos Update 2010



Asbestos Update 2010

• Introduction
• Update on latest statistics

• HSE Awareness Campaign
• Target Audience 

• Duty to Manage Review
• Outcomes and Likely Actions

• Changes for 2009
• MDHS100 Revisions
• Social Housing

• News Roundup 



Current Statistics

• 2006 Statistics  identified that each week

• 3 Plumbers
• 20 Tradesmen
• 6 Electricians
• 6 Joiners
• Died from asbestos exposure



Current Statistics

• 2006 Death Statistics record
• 2056 Mesothelioma Deaths
• 2056 Lung Cancers Deaths
• 111 Asbestosis Deaths



Current Statistics

• Currently estimated that 
construction and allied trades 
account for approx 3000 of these 
deaths per annum.

• Question.
• What about the 1000 deaths per 

annum?



Current Statistics

• Latest research suggests that Peak 
in Deaths will occur around 2025.

• By this time over 90,000 people will 
have died.



Current Statistics

• “Among women 22% of mesotheliomas 
were attributable to occupational 
exposures and 16% to domestic 
exposures, with 62% not attributable to 
occupational or domestic exposure.”

• HSE RR696. Occupational, domestic and environmental mesothelioma 
risks in Britain 2009



Asbestos Risk

• Those contracting asbestos diseases and 
ailments can be split into 2 groups

• Occupationally Exposed
• Developing Asbestosis, Lung Cancers & 

Mesothelioma

• The Non-Occupationally Exposed.
• Developing Mesothelioma



Mesothelioma

• Exposure to lower levels of asbestos can 
potentially cause Mesothelioma

• These deaths have generally occurred as a 
result of both occupational exposure and non-
occupational exposure



HSE Awareness Campaign



Non-Occupational Mesothelioma

• Increase in teacher Mesothelioma

• 1991-2000 122 Teacher Deaths

• 2002-2005  75 Teacher Deaths

• Increase Union concern about risks

• Greater Media coverage of schools issues

• Concerns about long terms low level exposure



Non-Occupational Mesothelioma

• Howie is suggesting that children are 
being exposed to low level asbestos at 
school.

• Then being exposed to low levels in the 
home.



Non-Occupational Mesothelioma

• Has been identified in 
housewives, doctors, 
bankers.

• Referred to “bystander 
exposure”.



Non-Occupational Mesothelioma

• Youngest victim  Leigh Carlisle 28.

• Evidence to suggest that in this case 
exposure occurred in school and at 
home.



Non-Occupational Mesothelioma

• Freedom of Information Act.

• Throughout 2008 solicitors have been 
requesting asbestos information from schools

• Why? 



Diane Willimore v Knowsley MBC

• Claimant developed Mesothelioma aged 49.

• Successfully claimed against a former 
employer. 

• Claimed against authority as a result of 
exposure in school.



Diane Willimore v Knowsley MBC

• Judge Stated:

• “The fact that mesothelioma can be triggered 
by very small quantities of asbestos dues does 
have the consequence that it may in principle 
have been caused by asbestos encountered in 
the general environment or from some other 
unknown cause”



Diane Willimore v Knowsley MBC

• In this instance it had been held that exposure 
had been more than the de minimus and had 
materially increased the chance that she would 
develop mesothelioma later in life.

• The Councils legal team have stated that 
• “local authorities were likely to face thousands of 

claims similar to Mrs Willimore’s over the next 40 
years, but already find it impossible to obtain public 
liability insurances against asbestos-related risks.”



Diane Willimore v Knowsley MBC

• What is the de minimus?

• In this case it was established that the de 
minimus was any level above normal 
background levels.

• Rural asbestos levels 0.0001 f/ml

• Urban Asbestos Levels 0.0001-0.01 f/ml

• Domestic Levels in 1986 0.0003- 0.0011



Diane Willimore v Knowsley MBC

• Questions:

• Does your organisation have Public Liability 
cover if a Willimore claim occurred?

• Do you have evidence to confirm your 
properties are below the de minimus?



Regulation Review

• Control of Asbestos Regulations 2006

• 2009 Should see updates on some of the key 
guidance.

• MDHS100. Asbestos Surveying

• Non-Licensed Asbestos Work



Regulation 4

• Requires an assessment be undertaken of all 
non-domestic premises to ensure the risks of 
asbestos are controlled.

• This assessment is the responsibility of the 
‘Duty Holder’.

• At present Regulation only applies non-
domestic premises and to the common parts 
domestic premises.



Regulation 4



Regulation 5

• “An employer shall not undertake work in 
demolition, maintenance, or any other work 
which exposes or is liable to expose his 
employees to asbestos……”



Regulation 5



Regulation 7

• “An employer shall not undertake any work with 
asbestos unless he has prepared a suitable 
written plan of work detailing how the work is to 
be carried out..”



Regulation 7



Regulation 10

• “Every employer shall ensure that adequate information, 
instruction and training is given to those of his 
employees-

• (a) who are or who are liable to be exposed to asbestos, 
or who supervise such employees….”



Regulation 10



Asbestos Essentials

• http://www.http://www.hse.gov.uk/asbestos/essentials

















Asbestos the Survey Guide.

• Revised Guide to Asbestos Surveys

• Publication due 29th Jan 2010

• Key Changes
• Types of asbestos survey
• Guidance for Housing Associations
• Competency of Surveyors



Management Survey. 
(Old Type 1 & 2).

• 2.2 A “management” survey (see paragraphs 2.8-2.11) is undertaken to address the risks 
from asbestos associated with the continued use of the building (ie normal occupancy and 
activities, and associated maintenance and development). This type of survey is performed to 
ensure that no one is harmed by the continued presence of asbestos in premises (ie ACMs
remain in good condition and that no-one inadvertently disturbs ACMs during maintenance and 
other work). The purpose of this type of survey is to locate, as far as reasonably practicable, 
the presence and extent of any suspect ACMs in the building which could be damaged or 
disturbed during normal occupancy including foreseeable maintenance and installation. All 
buildings normally require a management survey as part of the on-going arrangements to 
manage asbestos. Management surveys will often involve minor intrusive work and some 
disturbance. 



Management Survey.
(Old Type 1 & 2).

• 2.3 There are also circumstances where a far more intrusive survey is necessary to establish the full 
extent and complete presence of asbestos. This type of survey is necessary prior to any refurbishment 
(including “minor”) or demolition work being carried out. These “refurbishment/ demolition” surveys (see 
paragraphs 2.12-2.15) will be much more intrusive and destructive compared with management surveys as 
their intention is to locate all the ACMs so that they can be removed before the refurbishment or demolition 
takes place. Refurbishment/demolition surveys are required as necessary when the needs or use of the 
building changes and the fabric of the building will be disturbed or complex fixed plant (eg large ovens) are to 
be dismantled.



Domestic Premises.

• 3.27 In the domestic sector, Local Authorities and Housing Associations have responsibility 
for very large numbers of properties (ie houses and flats). The dwellings often fall into 
particular archetypal groups in terms of style, design and age eg flats within blocks would 
generally be similar at construction. These factors can be used to develop the survey strategy 
for dwellings. The properties are also generally occupied and contain the personal 
possessions of the occupants. The premises need a range of maintenance and repair work as 
well as general improvement and upgrading and occasionally demolition. Works can include 
electrical rewiring, structural repairs and alterations, replacement windows, central heating, 
insulation, renewel of bathroom and kitchen fittings or complete renovations. The work may be 
necessary on individual or small numbers of premises (eg emergency work due to 
fire/water/storm damage) or on large numbers where there are major improvement or 
upgrading schemes (eg “Decent Homes Improvement” programme). 



Domestic Premises.

• (3.30 Management Surveys should be carried out on properties which contain or possibly contain ACMs. 
“Asbestos free” dwellings should be recorded as such in the management plan and do not need surveying. 
However workers in such premises particularly pre 1999 should always be vigilant (see para ). A proportion of 
properties in each category (ie contain or possibly contain ACMs) and each archetypal group should be 
surveyed. Specific sampling ratios cannot be specified as the proportion will depend on the variability of 
housing stock. A proportion should be surveyed until the results demonstrate as far as reasonably practicable 
that there is consistency in the extent of asbestos in the property type and there is an accurate picture of ACM 
presence (ie ACM locations are “stable” within archetypal groups). Where there is considerable variability the 
ratio surveyed will be high. 

•
• . 



Domestic Premises.

• 3.33 Refurbishment and Demolition surveys will be required where refurbishment work or other work which 
involves disturbance of the fabric of the building (eg behind panels, tiles and carpets, in ceiling voids etc) is 
carried out. The survey strategy for refurbishment works is similar to that for Management Surveys. 
Refurbishment and Demolition surveys should also be carried out on a proportion of properties in the work 
programme. The ratio again will depend on the variability within the housing stock and may be high where 
there is substantial variation. A proportion should be surveyed until the results demonstrate as far as 
reasonably practicable that there is consistency in the extent of asbestos in the property type and there is an 
accurate picture of ACM presence. The Refurbishment and Demolition survey will only be necessary in the 
specific area/location where the works will take place eg cupboard, part of room, kitchen/bathroom. However 
further Refurbishment and Demolition surveys will necessary in other locations when new improvement 
schemes are proposed. These localised Refurbishment and Demolition surveys should have the specific 
purpose of identifying ACMs for removal, control or avoidance during the refurbishment works. 

•
• 3.34 For house improvement schemes and other project work, Refurbishment and Demolition surveys 

should be incorporated into the planning phase of such work as far as possible. This will avoid delays and 
disruption etc. Where the work is urgent (eg essential or emergency maintenance, repair and installation), the 
refurbishment surveys may have to be carried out just prior to the work itself. Surveys should be performed 
with due diligence.

• . 



Competency

• “HSE strongly recommends the use of accredited or 
• certificated surveyors for Asbestos Surveys.
• The Duty Holder should not appoint or instruct an independent 
• surveyor to carry out a survey unless the surveyor is competent.”

• In house teams may no longer be appropriate for 
undertaking in house works. Requirements will mean that 
only UKAS inspection bodies or certificated individuals will 
be competent.



Questions



• For updates and further information 
register

@

thameslabs.co.uk


