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Advice Notes



• Operational Fire fighter

• Fire Risk Assessor

• Instructor – fire behaviour, operational and fire safety

• Fire Safety Manager

• Fire Engineer

• Lead Fire Risk Management Hydrock



Key Points

- Legislation

- Government advice

- Industry



Where have we been…..?

Records Dating to 1068

Couvre-feu

Where the word Curfew comes from…



Where have we been…..?

• Rebuilding of London Act 1666

• Width of streets

• Materials of construction

• Dimensions of buildings

• Christopher Wren appointed, leading to the 1670 act…. 



Where are we now?

The Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005



Who is Responsible?

• The Employer

• Usually a body corporate

• Does not have to a physical ‘person’

• The person who has control of the premises in connection of trade or 

undertaking.

• The owner, where the person does not have control in connection with 

the trade or undertaking.



Relevant Persons

• Anybody who is, or may be, lawfully on the premises

• Anybody in the immediate vicinity of the premises and who is 
at risk from a fire on the premises

• Residents – Visitors - Contractors

• Not firefighters engaged in operational duties



Joined up legislation 

• Housing Act 2004 overlaps with RR(FS)O

• Internal powers in the flat

• Enforced by local authority (HHSRS)

• Enforcement protocol



Legislative Framework 

Fire Safety Order

Housing ActLicensing Act

Building 
Act/RegsH&S



Building Amendment Regulations 

• The Building (Amendment) Regulations 2018
• The Building (Amendment) (Wales) Regulations 2019



Relevant buildings

• Relevant buildings are those with a storey at least 18m above ground 
level and which:

- contain one or more dwellings
- contain an institution
- contain a room for residential purposes (excluding any room in a 
hostel, hotel or boarding house).







Combustible materials

• The ban restricts the use of combustible materials in defined buildings 
with a storey 18m or more above ground level containing a sleeping 
risk. Known now as ‘relevant buildings’, they are defined by the new 
Building Regulation 7(4).



Classifications 



External Wall 



Exemptions  



Mixed Use Relevant Buildings



Mixed Use Relevant Buildings



Latest Advice Note



Advice Notes

• This consolidated note brings the Expert Panel’s advice together in a 
single document and supersedes the existing Advice Notes 1 to 22.  

• The advice on the assessment of non-ACM external wall systems 
(previously Advice Note 14) has been updated and incorporated, and 
some of the advice within the previous published notes has been 
condensed to make it clearer.



Advice Notes

• The government has been working with BRE to investigate the burning 
behaviour of selected cladding products using physical testing at 
bench/intermediate-scale in a laboratory.  

• The Expert Panel has considered the interim results of these tests in 
developing this advice and understands that the government intends to 
publish the results later in the year.



Advice Notes

• “We are aware that some building owners have been waiting to act on 
building safety issues, in case further advice or information is to be 
published by the Expert Panel or the government.   For the avoidance 
of doubt, building owners should follow the steps in this advice as 
soon as possible to ensure the safety of residents and not await 
further advice or information to act.“



Advice Notes

• All building owners of residential buildings of 18m or more to the 
height of the top occupied storey and also buildings at any height with 
residents who need significant assistance to evacuate (particularly 
where horizontal, phased evacuation is in place) should check their 
external wall systems



Fire Safety Bill

• Building owners and residents should be aware that government has 
committed to reform the regulatory system and agreed with the 
principles outlined within Dame Judith Hackitt’s review (Building a 
Safer Future, Independent Review of Building Regulations and Fire 
Safety). 

• Under the proposed reforms, a new category of duty holder will be 
required to review the safety of their existing buildings - and 
remediate them where necessary. 



Fire Safety Bill

• “We strongly advise building owners to consider the risks of any 
external wall system and fire doors in their fire risk assessments, 
irrespective of the height of the building, ahead of the planned 
clarification”



Under 18m

• Vulnerability of residents, location of escape routes, and the 
complexity of the building

• Designed, installed, and, maintained appropriately.  

• Combustible materials within or attached to external walls of 
residential buildings below 18m is not currently expressly prohibited. 
However, it has been a legal requirement since the 1980s to consider 
the risk from fire spread



ACM Cladding

• The government set up a screening programme to assist building 
owners with the identification of the type of ACM present on their 
buildings.  

• The screening is still open and remains free to building owners



ACM Cladding

• The Expert Panel believes ACM cladding (and other metal composite 
material cladding) with an unmodified polyethylene filler (category 3) 
presents a significant fire hazard on residential buildings at any height 
with any form of insulation



ACM Cladding

• ACM cladding (and other metal composite material cladding)  with fire 
retardant polyethylene filler (category 2 in screening tests) when used 
with rigid polymeric foam insulation presents a notable fire hazard on 
residential buildings over 18m or buildings at any height with residents 
who need significant assistance to evacuate (particularly where 
horizontal, phased evacuation is in place) based on the evidence 
currently available. Action to remediate these unsafe wall systems 
should be taken as soon as possible.



HPL Cladding

• Made by taking sheets of wood or paper fibre, layering them with a 
resin and bonding them under heat and pressure. An HPL panel, may 
or may not include additional chemicals to provide fire retardant 
properties to the panel

• High Pressure Laminate (HPL) systems using Class C-s3,d2 or D-s3,d2 
HPL panels on residential buildings of 18m or more to the height of 
the top occupied storey or buildings at any height with residents who 
need significant assistance to evacuate (particularly where horizontal, 
phased evacuation is in place) would not meet the functional 
requirements of the Building Regulations, and that these systems 
should be remediated



HPL Cladding

• The tested combination of HPL (FR) panels (Class B-s1,d0) with stone 
wool insulation successfully achieved the performance criteria set in 
BR135



Advice Notes

BS EN 15725:2010
Extended application reports on the fire performance of 
construction products and building elements 



Advice Notes

• The Expert Panel has also updated advice on the assurance and 
assessment of Fire Doors, which applies to residential buildings at any 
height.  

• Further advice is provided on spandrel panels, balconies, external wall 
insulation systems, and smoke control systems. 



Advice Notes

• Information should be available from as-built drawings or the 
operation and maintenance manual for the building or Regulation 38 
package of fire safety information

• To be reviewed as part of a comprehensive fire risk  assessment or 
external wall review



Advice Notes

• Fire risk assessments should take into account the 
principles set out in the Fire Safety in Purpose-Built 
Blocks of Flats guidance published by the Local 
Government Association.  

• Any fire risk assessment conducted should take in to 
account the likely fire performance of the external 
wall, as set out in section 72 of the LGA guidance





Advice Notes – consideration for interim 
measures

• The fire and rescue service attendance time 

• The general fire precautions in the building 

• The height of the building 

• Provision of sprinklers or other automatic fire suppression systems 

• The number of flats 

• The ability of residents to evacuate the building without assistance 

• The type of cladding system (i.e. Category 2 or 3 and type of insulation) 

• The extent of the cladding system 

• The number of means of escape stairways 

• The proximity of the cladding system to windows or vents within common parts, particularly the stairway(s) 

• Risk of external ignition of the cladding system (e.g. taking into account the height at which the cladding 
starts, proximity of cars etc. to the cladding) 

• Risk of internal ignition of the cladding system (e.g. from fires inside the building via unprotected window 
reveals and the proximity of ignition sources such as domestic appliances). 

• The collective effect of the fire safety measures considered holistically, as opposed to each measure in 
isolation



EWS1 - Certificate



EWS1 - Certificate



EWS1 – Certificate 

• OPTION A – Where external wall materials are unlikely to support 
combustion

• OPTION B – Where combustible materials are present in external 
wall



EWS1 – Certificate 

• A1 - There are no attachments whose construction includes significant 
quantities of combustible materials (i.e. materials that are not of 
limited combustibility or better);

• A2 - There is an appropriate risk assessment of the attachments 
confirming that no remedial works are required

• A3 – Where neither of the above two options apply, there may be 
potential costs of remedial works to attachments



EWS1 – Certificate 

• B1 - I have concluded that in my view the fire risk is sufficiently low 
that no remedial works are required

• B2 - I have concluded that an adequate standard of safety is not 
achieved, and I have identified to the client organisation



EWS1 - Certificate



BS 8414



BS 8414

Fire performance of external cladding systems. 

PART 1 - Test method for non-loadbearing external cladding 
systems applied to the masonry face of a building
PART 2 - Test method for non-loadbearing external cladding 
systems fixed to and supported by a structural steel frame







BS 9414

BS 9414:2019 Fire performance of external cladding systems. 
The application of results from BS 8414-1 and BS 8414-2 tests



Balconies



Balconies

• All vertical parts (walls, ballustrades and so forth) should be Class 
A1 or A2s1, d0
Laminated glass is not considered to meet this requirement

• All horizontal parts (flooring, roof coverings, ceilings linings may be 
excluded from the Class A1 or A2 s1,d0 requirement). 

Note that Regulation B4 still applies to these areas; therefore, this 
means the use of Class B membranes and principal components of at 
least A2 s3,d2



Balconies



Case Study



Green Walls



Procedures for imminent danger



Procedures for imminent danger



• Make an assessment of the fire risk



PAS 79 approach

• Formulate action plan

• Risk vs benefits

• Timescales

• Prioritization

• Practicality of recommendations

• Tolerable risk

• ALARP

• Don’t create new hazards

• Consider hierarchy of controls





Competency



Competency

The level of competence required will depend on the complexity of the situation and the 
particular help you need. 

A competent person is someone who has sufficient training and experience or knowledge and 
other qualities that allow them to assist you properly.



Competency



Competency



Accredited bodies



Compartmentation



Compartmentation

Upgrading / confirming compartmentation:

• Improving existing MOE

• Improving fire protection to escape routes only

• Provision of AFD

• Provision of sprinklers



Compartmentation



Compartmentation

Service Risers:

• Floor or no floor, that is the question…..

• Services breaching shaft wall



L O C A T I O N S

BRISTOL 
BIRMINGHAM 

CARDIFF 
CAMBORNE 

GLASGOW 
GLOUCESTER 

LONDON 
MANCHESTER

NORTHAMPTON 
PLYMOUTH 

SOUTHAMPTON 
STOKE-ON-TRENT 

TAUNTON
WETHERBY

Happy to take your questions now, or by email 
later

Joetaylor@Hydrock.com


